












ANNUAL MANAGEMENT REPORT

BRISTOL BAY AREA

-1978-

INTRODUCTION

The Bristol Bay area includes all coastal waters and inland drainages east'

of a line from Cape Newenham to Cape Menshikof (Figure 1). Important commercial

fisheries include harvests of salmon t herring and herring roe~on-kelp.

The area wide salmon catch during the 1978 season amounted to 16.5 million

fish t the largest s·ince 1970 t while the harvest of 9.9 million sockeye salmon

from the five major fishing districts dominated the catch. The inshore run of

sockeye to Bristol Bay totaled 19.9 million fish t 8.4 million above the preseason

forecast (Table 1). The sockeye harvest, alone worth more than $40 million to

the fishermen, was more than double the recent nonpeak year average harvest. The

entire salmon harvest in 1978 was valued at $52 million to participating fisher­

men, while the herring fishery contributed an additional $3 million (Table 33).

Sockeye escapement goals were achieved for the fifth consecutive year in all

systems except the Ugashik River (Table 1).

The exceptional sockeye returns in 1978 are a direct result of good escapements

achieved through strict harvest control during recent years and improved survival

conditions during the last few years. Drastic reductions in foreign high seas

gill net fishing have reduced the interceptions of Bristol Bay stocks and also

contributed to increased inshore returns.

Management considerations in this season's salmon fishery emphasized the

achievement of sockeye salmon escapement goals in all systems while allowing the

harvest of those fish excess to escapement requirements (Appendix A). In the

Nushagak district where large runs of king t chum and pink salmon occur management

strategies also allow for adjustments in the fishery whenever possible to achieve

adequate escapements of these other species. Run strength was sufficient to obtain
































































































































































































